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* . DECEMBER 15, 1972 

THE PRESIDENT HAS ASKED ME TO MAKE ANOTHER TRIP TO SOUTHEAST 
ASIA TO EXPLAIN OUR CURRENT ACTIONS TO OUR ALLIES IN SOUTH VIETNAM, 


CAMBODIA, LAOS AND THAILAND. 

- MY OBJECTIVES IN DISCUSSIONS WILL BE TO PROVIDE A FIRST- 
HAND DESCRIPTION OF OUR CURRENT NEGOTIATING STRATEGY, TO INDICATE 

• • « 

THE PRESIDENT’S DISPLEASURE WITH THIEU'S INFLEXIBILITY AND TO AGAIN 
UNDERLINE OUR UNEQUIVOCAL DETERMINATION TO PROCEED WITH AN AGREEMENT 
ALONG THE LINES OF THE OCTOBER 26 DRAFT IF HANOI’S CURRENT DELAYING 


TACTICS COME TO AN END. 

* 

THIS WILL BE A VERY QUICK TRIP. I PLAN TO ARRIVE IN SAIGON 
THE FIRST STOP, AT 8:30 A.M., TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19TH. I WOULD HOPE 
TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT THIEU ON TUESDAY MORNING, THEN VISIT LON 
NOL IN CAMBODIA THAT AFTERNOON. THAT SEQUENCE COULD BE REVERSED 
IF A P.M, MEETING WOULD BE MORE CONVENIENT FOR PRESIDENT THIEU. 
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IN* ANY EVENT, I WOULD REMAIN OVERNIGHT IN SAIGON IN ORDER TO BE 

# 

AVAILABLE TO SEE THIEU AGAIN ON WEDNESDAY MORNING SHOULD THE NECESSITY 

DEVELOP. I WOULD HOPE TO DEPART SAIGON ABOUT NOON WEDNESDAY EN 

♦ 

ROUTE TO BANGKOK WITH A STOPOVER IN VIENTIANE TO SEE SOUVANNA 

« * 

PHOUMA AND RETURN TO WASHINGTON ON THURSDAY OR FRIDAY.* 

# 

I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AGAIN TO OBTAIN YOUR .FIRST HAND 

ASSESSMENT FOR HENRY AND THE PRESIDENT. HOPEFULLY, MY SCHEDULE 
» 

IN SAIGON SHOULD PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE A MILITARY UPDATE 
FROM FRED WEYAND AND JOHN VOGT. I DEFER TO YOUR GOOD JUDGMENT ON 

the Timing of my meetings. 

GIVEN THE CHARACTER OF THIS VISIT AND IF IT DOES HOT INCON- 

♦ 

VENIENCE YOU, IT WOULD BE BEST TO IMPOSE ON THE HOSPITALITY OF THE 
EMBASSY RATHER THAN MACV. WE WILL BE SENDING NORMAL ADMINISTRATIVE 
INFORMATION THROUGH REGULAR CHANNELS. IN THE INTERIM, YOU WILL 
WISH TO ADVISE THE PALACE OF MY VISIT AND INFORM US AS SOON AS 


POSSIBLE IF THERE ARE ANY PROBLEMS AT YOUR END. 
WARM REGARDS. 
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